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DEQ CPP HEARING  

MARCH 31, 2016 



Source: Department of Energy, 2014 

Potential Wind Capacity at  
110-Meters Hub Height  
35% or Higher Gross Capacity 

LOUISIANA HAS COMPELLING 
WIND GENERATION POTENTIAL 



Utility Year Delivered Capacity (MW) 

Alabama Power 2012 404 MW 

Arkansas Electric 2014 309 MW 

Georgia Power 2016 250 MW 

Gulf Power 2016 178 MW 

SWEPCO 2011-2013 469 MW 

TVA  2010-2012 1,515 MW 

1 MW = ~300 Homes 
3,125 Megawatts of Wind Energy Resources (primarily 

imported) 

UTILITY WIND ENERGY PURCHASES IN THE SOUTH 



DECLINING WIND POWER COSTS 



Source: Lazard Associates 2015 
 

Unsubsidized Levelized Cost of Wind Energy in 2014: 

$32-$77/MWh 

COST OF WIND ENERGY 



COST OF SOLAR POWER 



GROWTH OF RESIDENTIAL SOLAR  
IN LOUISIANA 



GROWTH OF SOLAR ENERGY GENERATION  
IN LOUISIANA 



• Distributed Solar Energy 

means homeowner 

savings, increasing 

consumer spending and 

tax revenue 

• $45,000 in energy savings and new spending created 

over the life of  a home solar system 
 

• Equates to $400 million in total economic impact from 

all Louisiana solar installed 2008-2015 
 

• Louisiana will earn $136 million from tax collections 

related to solar energy as a result.  

RENEWABLE ENERGY AND TAX REVENUE 



www.gsreia.org  -  888-647-7342   -  info@gsreia.org 

Rank Sector Average Wages 

1 Installation $20-27 hourly 

2 Manufacturing $18-24 hourly 

3 Sales & Distribution $30-40 hourly 

• In Louisiana the top 3 

solar sectors created 
high-paying, long-

lasting jobs.  

 

• Solar jobs are created 

20x faster than the 

national average. 

 

• In mid-2015 there were over 1,200 direct solar 

jobs in Louisiana, as well as 2400 support and 

indirect positions related to solar. 
 

DISTRIBUTED SOLAR JOBS IN LOUISIANA 



THE MOVE TO UTILITY SCALE RENEWABLE ENERGY 

SWEPCO IRP EXAMPLE 



www.gsreia.org   

888-647-7342   

info@gsreia.org 

Thank You 


